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1
SURGED VAPOR COMPRESSION HEAT
TRANSFER SYSTEMS WITH REDUCED
DEFROST REQUIREMENTS

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of PCT/US09/44112
entitled “Surged Vapor Compression Heat Transfer System
With Reduced Defrost” filed May 15, 2009, which was pub-
lished in English and claimed the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/053,452 entitled “Surged Vapor Com-
pression Heat Transfer Systems, Devices, and Methods for
Reducing Defrost Requirements” filed May 5, 2008, which
are incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

Vapor compression systems circulate refrigerant in a
closed loop system to transfer heat from one external medium
to another external medium. Vapor compression systems are
used in air-conditioning, heat pump, and refrigeration sys-
tems. FIG. 1 depicts a conventional vapor compression heat
transfer system 100 that operates though the compression and
expansion of a refrigerant fluid. The vapor compression sys-
tem 100 transfers heat from a first external medium 150,
through a closed-loop, to a second external medium 160.
Fluids include liquid and/or gas phases.

A compressor 110 or other compression device reduces the
volume of the refrigerant, thus creating a pressure difference
that circulates the refrigerant through the loop. The compres-
sor 110 may reduce the volume of the refrigerant mechani-
cally or thermally. The compressed refrigerant is then passed
through a condenser 120 or heat exchanger, which increases
the surface area between the refrigerant and the second exter-
nal medium 160. As heat transfers to the second external
medium 160 from the refrigerant, the refrigerant contracts in
volume.

When heat transfers to the compressed refrigerant from the
first external medium 150, the compressed refrigerant
expands in volume. This expansion is often facilitated with a
metering device 130 including an expansion device and a heat
exchanger or evaporator 140. The evaporator 140 increases
the surface area between the refrigerant and the first external
medium 150, thus increasing the heat transfer between the
refrigerant and the first external medium 150. The transfer of
heat into the refrigerant causes at least a portion of the
expanded refrigerant to undergo a phase change from liquid
to gas. The heated refrigerant is then passed back to the
compressor 110 and the condenser 120, where at least a
portion of the heated refrigerant undergoes a phase change
from gas to liquid when heat transfers to the second external
medium 160.

The closed-loop heat transfer system 100 may include
other components, such as a compressor discharge line 115
joining the compressor 110 and the condenser 120. The outlet
of the condenser 120 may be coupled to a condenser dis-
charge line 125, and may connect to receivers for the storage
of fluctuating levels of liquid, filters and/or desiccants for the
removal of contaminants, and the like (not shown). The con-
denser discharge line 125 may circulate the refrigerant to one
or more metering devices 130.

The metering device 130 may include one or more expan-
sion devices. An expansion device may be any device capable
of'expanding, or metering a pressure drop in the refrigerant at
a rate compatible with the desired operation of the system
100. Useful expansion devices include thermal expansion
valves, capillary tubes, fixed and adjustable nozzles, fixed and
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adjustable orifices, electronic expansion valves, automatic
expansion valves, manual expansion valves, and the like. The
expanded refrigerant enters the evaporator 140 in a substan-
tially liquid state with a small vapor fraction.

The refrigerant exiting the expansion portion of the meter-
ing device 130 passes through an expanded refrigerant trans-
fer system 135, which may include one or more refrigerant
directors 136, before passing to the evaporator 140. The
expanded refrigerant transfer system 135 may be incorpo-
rated with the metering device 130, such as when the metering
device 130 is located close to or integrated with the evapora-
tor 140. Thus, the expansion portion of the metering device
130 may be connected to one or more evaporators by the
expanded refrigerant transfer system 135, which may be a
single tube or include multiple components. The metering
device 130 and the expanded refrigerant transfer system 135
may have fewer or additional components, such as described
in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,751,970 and 6,857,281, for example.

One or more refrigerant directors may be incorporated with
the metering device 130, the expanded refrigerant transfer
system 135, and/or the evaporator 140. Thus, the functions of
the metering device 130 may be split between one or more
expansion device and one or more refrigerant directors and
may be present separate from or integrated with the expanded
refrigerant transfer system 135 and/or the evaporator 140.
Useful refrigerant directors include tubes, nozzles, fixed and
adjustable orifices, distributors, a series of distributor tubes,
valves, and the like.

The evaporator 140 receives the expanded refrigerant and
provides for the transfer of heat to the expanded refrigerant
from the first external medium 150 residing outside of the
closed-loop heat transfer system 100. Thus, the evaporator or
heat exchanger 140 facilitates in the movement of heat from
one source, such as ambient temperature air, to a second
source, such as the expanded refrigerant. Suitable heat
exchangers may take many forms, including copper tubing,
plate and frame, shell and tube, cold wall, and the like. Con-
ventional systems are designed, at least theoretically, to com-
pletely convert the liquid portion of the refrigerant to vapor-
ized refrigerant from heat transfer within the evaporator 140.
In addition to the heat transfer converting liquid refrigerant to
a vapor phase, the vaporized refrigerant may become super-
heated, thus having a temperature in excess of the boiling
temperature and/or increasing the pressure of the refrigerant.
The refrigerant exits the evaporator 140 through an evapora-
tor discharge line 145 and returns to the compressor 110.

In conventional vapor compression systems, the expanded
refrigerant enters the evaporator 140 at a temperature that is
significantly colder than the temperature of the air surround-
ing the evaporator. As heat transfers to the refrigerant from the
evaporator 140, the refrigerant temperature increases in the
later or downstream portion of the evaporator 140 to a tem-
perature above that of the air surrounding the evaporator 140.
This rather significant temperature difference between the
initial or inlet portion of the evaporator 140 and the later or
outlet portion of the evaporator 140 may lead to oiling and
frosting problems at the inlet portion.

A significant temperature gradient between the inlet por-
tion of the evaporator 140 and the outlet portion of the evapo-
rator 140 may lead to lubricating oil, which is intended to be
carried by the refrigerant, separating from the refrigerant, and
“puddling” in the inlet portion of the evaporator. Oil-coated
portions of the evaporator 140 substantially reduce the heat
transfer capacity and result in reduced heat transfer efficiency.

If the expanded refrigerant entering the evaporator 140
cools the initial portion of the evaporator 140 to below 0° C.,
frost may form if there is moisture in the surrounding air. To
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obtain maximum evaporator performance from these sys-
tems, the spacing between the fins of the evaporator 140 is
narrow. However, any frost that forms on these narrow fins
quickly blocks airflow through the evaporator 140, thus,
reducing heat transfer to the second external medium 160 and
rapidly reducing operating efficiency. Conventional heat
transfer systems may be designed where the temperature of
the evaporator should never drop below 0° C. In systems of
this type, the average temperature of the evaporator 140 dur-
ing operation of the compressor 110 ranges from about 4° to
about 8° C., so that the refrigerant in the initial portion of the
evaporator 140 is maintained above 0° C. However, if condi-
tions change, such as a drop in the temperature of the air
surrounding the evaporator 140, the initial portion of the
evaporator 140 may drop below 0° C. and frost.

To guard against such frosting, these systems may be
equipped to shutdown if the air surrounding the evaporator
140 drops below a specific temperature. Thus, the system may
passively defrost by turning off the compressor 110 so that
heat transfers from the first external medium 150 into the
evaporator 140. Lacking the ability to actively remove the
frost from the evaporator 140 through the transfer of heat
from an external source, such as with an electric heating
element, or by passing previously heated refrigerant, such as
taken from the high pressure side of the system, through the
evaporator 140 during operation, the system 100 typically
shuts down to prevent failure. Active defrosting does not
include time periods when the compressor 110 is not operat-
ing, unless heat is being supplied to the evaporator 140 by a
source other than the refrigerant, compressor 110, or con-
denser 120 when the compressor 110 is not operating.

Although air conditioning system evaporators typically
operate at temperatures higher than 0° C., the temperature of
an air conditioning evaporator may drop below 0° C. if the
temperature of the air passing through the evaporator
decreases. Furthermore, as the temperature required for food
storage has decreased from about 7.2° C. to 5° C., the need to
operate evaporators at 0° C. and lower has increased. How-
ever, when conventional air conditioning evaporator tempera-
tures unexpectedly drop to 0° C. or below or when conven-
tional heat transfer systems are equipped with evaporators
intended to operate at or below 0° C. for refrigeration, the
conventional systems generally have expanded refrigerant in
the initial portion of the evaporator 140 at a temperature
below the dew point of the ambient air, resulting in moisture
condensation and freezing on the evaporator during opera-
tion. As this frost encloses a portion of the evaporator’s sur-
face, thus isolating the frosted surface from direct contact
with the ambient air. Consequently, airflow over and/or
through the evaporator 140 is reduced and cooling efficiency
decreases. As the frost built up during on-cycles of the com-
pressor 110 may not substantially melt during off-cycles of
the compressor 110, defrost cycles are used to remove the
frost and restore efficiency to the system 100 when operated
at or below 0° C.

Conventional heat transfer systems may passively defrost
by turning off the compressor 110 or may actively defrost by
applying heat to the evaporator 140 during defrost cycles. As
the compressor 110 is off during passive defrosting, the rate at
which the system 100 can cool is reduced. For active defrost-
ing, the required heat may be provided to the evaporator 140
by any means compatible with the operation of the system
100, including electric heating clements, heated gasses,
heated liquids, infrared irradiation, and the like. Both passive
and active defrosting systems require a larger vapor compres-
sion system than would be required if the system did not have
to suspend cooling to defrost. Furthermore, active methods
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require energy to introduce heat to the evaporator 140, and
additional energy to remove the introduced heat with the
compressor 110 and the condenser 120 during the next cool-
ing cycle. Thus, active defrosting reduces the overall effi-
ciency of the system 100 because it must heat to defrost and
then re-cool to operate.

In addition to the disadvantages of increased size and
reduced cooling rate or efficiency attributable to the defrost
requirements of conventional heat transfer systems, conven-
tional systems also lose efficiency due to the lower levels of
relative humidity achieved during operation. As moisture
forms on a surface that is colder than the dew point of the
surrounding air, frost will build up on a surface that is con-
sistently colder than the dew point of the surrounding air and
below 0° C. if the velocity of the air is sufficiently low. Thus,
conventional heat transfer systems consume energy to
remove moisture from the surrounding air and to lower the
dew point of the air surrounding the evaporator. Cooling
efficiency is reduced as energy consumed condensing mois-
ture from the air is not spent cooling the air. As with the
energy consumed to actively defrost and then re-cool the
evaporator 140 for cooling duty, energy consumed removing
water from the air is wasted. Additionally, active defrost
cycles warm the cooled air at the evaporator, and with warm-
ing, the relative humidity of the air drops.

In addition to the energy consumed, a disadvantage of
dehumidification is that any moisture-containing product
present in the dehumidified air, such as the food in a refrig-
erator, loses moisture as the system 100 continually dehu-
midifies the air surrounding the food. The loss of moisture
may cause freezer burn, result in a weight-loss, reduce nutri-
ents, and cause adverse changes in appearance, such as color
and texture, thus decreasing the marketability of the food with
time. Furthermore, weight-loss results in the loss of value for
foods sold by weight.

Accordingly, there is an ongoing need for heat transfer
systems having an enhanced resistance to evaporator frosting
during an on cycle of the compressor. The disclosed systems,
methods, and devices overcome at least one of the disadvan-
tages associated with conventional heat transfer systems.

SUMMARY

A heat transfer system has a phase separator that provides
one or more surges of a vapor phase of a refrigerant into an
evaporator. The surges of the vapor phase have a higher tem-
perature than the liquid phase of the refrigerant, and thus heat
the evaporator to remove frost.

In a method of operating a heat transfer system, a refriger-
ant is compressed and expanded. The liquid and vapor phases
of' the refrigerant are at least partially separated. One or more
surges of the vapor phase of the refrigerant are introduced into
an initial portion of an evaporator. The liquid phase of the
refrigerant is introduced into the evaporator. The initial por-
tion of the evaporator is heated in response to the surges of the
vapor phase of the refrigerant.

In a method of defrosting an evaporator in a heat transfer
system, the liquid and vapor phases of a refrigerant are at least
partially separated. One or more surges of the vapor phase of
the refrigerant are introduced into an initial portion of an
evaporator. The liquid phase of the refrigerant is introduced
into the evaporator. The initial portion of the evaporator is
heated in response to the at least one surge of the vapor phase
of' the refrigerant. Frost is removed from the evaporator.

A vapor surge phase separator may have a body portion that
defines a separator inlet, a separator outlet, and a separator
refrigerant storage chamber. The refrigerant storage chamber
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provides fluid communication between the separator inlet and
the separator outlet. The separator inlet and the separator
outlet are between about 40 and about 110 degrees apart. The
separator refrigerant storage chamber has a longitudinal
dimension. A ratio of the separator inlet to the separator outlet
diameter is about 1:1.4 to 4.3 or about 1:1.4 to 2.1. A ratio of
the separator inlet diameter to the longitudinal dimension is
about 1:7 to 13.

A heat transfer system includes a compressor having an
inlet and an outlet, a condenser having an inlet and an outlet,
and an evaporator having an inlet, an initial portion, a later
portion, and an outlet. The outlet of the compressor is in fluid
communication with the inlet of the condenser, the outlet of
the condenser is in fluid communication with the inlet of the
evaporator, and the outlet of the evaporator is in fluid com-
munication with the inlet of the compressor. A metering
device in fluid communication with the condenser and the
evaporator expands a refrigerant to have vapor and liquid
portions. A phase separator in fluid communication with the
metering device and the evaporator separates a portion of the
vapor from the expanded refrigerant and provides this vapor
in the form of at least one vapor surge to the initial portion of
the evaporator.

Other systems, methods, features and advantages of the
invention will be, or will become, apparent to one with skill in
the art upon examination of the following figures and detailed
description. It is intended that all such additional systems,
methods, features, and advantages be included within this
description, be within the scope of the invention, and be
protected by the claims that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention may be better understood with reference to
the following drawings and description. The components in
the figures are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead
being placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic diagram of a conventional vapor
compression heat transfer system according to the prior art.

FIG. 2 depicts a schematic diagram of a surged vapor
compression system.

FIG. 3A depicts a side view of a phase separator.

FIG. 3B1 depicts a side view of another phase separator.

FIG. 3B2 depicts a side view of an additional phase sepa-
rator.

FIG. 4 is a plot showing the temperature verses time for a
conventional vapor compression heat transfer system.

FIG. 5 is a plot illustrating the temperature verses time for
a surged vapor compression heat transfer system.

FIG. 6 shows the temperature of the air flowing through the
evaporator in relation to the coil temperature at the initial
portion of the evaporator in a surged vapor compression heat
transfer system.

FIG. 7 compares the temperature and humidity perfor-
mance of a conventional heat transfer system with a surged
heat transfer system.

FIG. 8 depicts a flowchart of a method for operating a heat
transfer system.

FIG. 9 depicts a flowchart of a method for defrosting an
evaporator in a heat transfer system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Surged vapor compression heat transfer systems include
refrigerant phase separators that generate at least one surge of
vapor phase refrigerant into the inlet of an evaporator. The
surges are generated by operating the phase separator at a
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refrigerant mass flow rate that is responsive to the design and
dimensions of the phase separator and the heat transfer capac-
ity of the refrigerant. The one or more surges may be gener-
ated after the initial cool-down of an on-cycle of the compres-
sor.

The surges of vapor phase refrigerant may have a higher
temperature than the liquid phase refrigerant. The surges may
increase the temperature of the initial or inlet portion of the
evaporator, thus reducing frost build-up in relation to conven-
tional refrigeration systems lacking a surged input of vapor
phase refrigerant to the evaporator. During a surge, the tem-
perature of the initial portion of the evaporator may rise to
within at most about 1° C. of ambient temperature. Further-
more, during the surge, the initial portion of the evaporator
may become warmer than the dew point of the ambient air
surrounding the evaporator. Also during the surge, the refrig-
erant in the initial portion of the evaporator may be at least
0.5° C. warmer, or may be at least 2° C. warmer, than the dew
point of the air at the evaporator.

In FIG. 2, a phase separator 231 is integrated into the
conventional vapor compression heat transfer system of FIG.
1 to provide a surged vapor compression heat transfer system
200. The system 200 includes a compressor 210, a condenser
220, a metering device 230, and an evaporator 240. A com-
pressor discharge line 215 may join the compressor 210 and
the condenser 220. The outlet of the condenser 220 may be
coupled to a condenser discharge line 225, and may connect
to other components, such as receivers for the storage of
fluctuating levels of liquid, filters and/or desiccants for the
removal of contaminants, and the like (not shown). The con-
denser discharge line 225 may circulate the refrigerant to one
or more metering devices 230. The refrigerant may then flow
to the phase separator 231 and then to the evaporator 240,
where an evaporator discharge line 245 returns the refrigerant
to the compressor 210. The surged vapor compression system
200 may have fewer or additional components.

The phase separator 231 may be integrated with or separate
from the metering device 230. The phase separator 231 may
be integrated after the expansion portion of the metering
device 230 and upstream of the evaporator 240. The phase
separator 231 may be integrated with the metering device 230
in any way compatible with the desired operating parameters
of the system. The phase separator 231 may be positioned
upstream of a fixed or adjustable nozzle, a refrigerant dis-
tributor, one or more refrigerant distributor feed lines, one or
more valves, and the inlet to the evaporator 240. The metering
device 230 and the phase separator 231 may have fewer or
additional components.

The phase separator 231 provides for at least partial sepa-
ration of the liquid and vapor of the expanded refrigerant from
the metering device 230 before the refrigerant enters the
evaporator 240. In addition to the design and dimensions of
the phase separator 231, the separation of the liquid and vapor
phases may be affected by other factors, including the oper-
ating parameters of the compressor 210, the metering device
230, the expanded refrigerant transfer system 235, additional
pumps, flow enhancers, flow restrictors, and the like.

During separation of the expanded refrigerant, a net cool-
ing of the liquid and a net heating of the vapor occurs. Thus,
in relation to the original temperature of the expanded refrig-
erant supplied to the phase separator 231, the liquid resulting
from the phase separator 231 will be cooler and the vapor
resulting from the phase separator will be hotter than the
original temperature of the expanded refrigerant. Thus, the
temperature of the vapor is raised with heat from the liquid by
the phase separation, not by the introduction of energy from
another source.
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By operating the phase separator 231 to introduce surges of
refrigerant into the evaporator 240 that are substantially vapor
between operating periods of introducing refrigerant into the
evaporator 240 that include a substantially increased liquid
component in relation to the vapor surges, the surged vapor
compression heat transfer system 200 is provided. The surged
system 200 achieves a vapor surge frequency during opera-
tion of the compressor 210 that is preferred for a specific heat
transfer application based on the design and dimensions of
the phase separator 231 and the rate at which refrigerant is
provided to the phase separator 231. The substantially vapor
surges of refrigerant provided to the initial portion of the
evaporator may be at least 50% vapor (mass vapor refrigerant/
mass liquid refrigerant). The surged system 200 also may be
operated to provide vapor surges of refrigerant that are at least
75% or at least 90% vapor to the initial portion of the evapo-
rator.

The vapor surges transferred into the initial portion of the
evaporator 240 from the phase separator 231 may reduce the
tendency of lubricating oil to puddle in the initial portion of
the evaporator 240. While not wishing to be bound by any
particular theory, the turbulence created by the vapor surges is
believed to force the oil back into the refrigerant flowing
through the system, thus allowing removal from the initial
portion of the evaporator 240.

By at least partially separating the liquid and vapor of the
expanded refrigerant before introduction to the inlet of the
evaporator 240 and surging substantially vapor refrigerant
into the evaporator 240, the surged system 200 creates tem-
perature fluctuations in the initial portion of the evaporator
240. The initial or inlet portion of the evaporator 240 may be
the initial 30% of the evaporator volume nearest the inlet. The
initial or inlet portion of the evaporator 240 may be the initial
20% of the evaporator volume nearest the inlet. Other inlet
portions of the evaporator 240 may be used. The initial or inlet
portion of the evaporator 240 that experiences the tempera-
ture fluctuations may be at most about 10% of the evaporator
volume. The surged system 200 may be operated to prevent or
essentially eliminate temperature fluctuations in the evapora-
tor 240 responsive to vapor surges after the initial or inlet
portion of the evaporator 240. Without the cooling capacity of
the liquid, the vapor surges result in a positive fluctuation in
the temperature of the initial portion of the evaporator 240.

The surged system 200 also may be operated to provide an
average heat transfer coefficient from about 1.9 Kcal,, h™*
m~2° C.”! to about 4.4 Kcal,, h™" m™° C.”! from the initial
portion to the outlet portion of the evaporator 240. The aver-
age heat transfer coefficient is determined by measuring the
heat transfer coefficient at a minimum of 5 points from the
beginning to the end of the evaporator coil and averaging the
resulting coefficients. This heat transfer performance of the
surged system 200 is a substantial improvement in relation to
conventional non-surged systems where the initial portion of
the evaporator has a heat transfer coefficient below about 1.9
Kcal,, h™ m™2° C.7! at the initial portion of the evaporator
coil and a heat transfer coefficient below about 0.5 Kcal;, h™*
m~2° C.7! at the portion of the evaporator before the outlet.

In addition to raising the average temperature of the initial
portion of the evaporator 240 while the compressor 210 is
operating in relation to a conventional system, the initial
portion of the evaporator 240 of the surged system 200 expe-
riences intermittent peak temperatures responsive to the
vapor surges that may nearly equal or be higher than the
external medium, such as ambient air, surrounding the evapo-
rator 240. The intermittent peak temperatures reached by the
initial portion of the evaporator 240 may be within at most
about 5° C. of the temperature of the external medium. The
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intermittent peak temperatures reached by the initial portion
of the evaporator 240 may be within at most about 2.5° C. of
the temperature of the external medium. Other intermittent
peak temperatures may be reached. When the external
medium surrounding the evaporator 240 is air, these intermit-
tent peak temperatures may be warmer than the dew point of
the air.

The intermittent peak temperatures experienced by the
initial portion of the evaporator 240 reduce the tendency of
this portion of the evaporator 240 to frost. The intermittent
peak temperatures also may provide for at least a portion of
any frost that does form on the initial portion of the evaporator
240 during operation of the compressor 210 to melt or subli-
mate, thus being removed from the evaporator 240.

As the intermittent increases in temperature from the vapor
surges substantially affect the initial portion of the evaporator
240, which is most likely to frost, the average operating
temperature throughout the evaporator 240 may be reduced in
relation to a conventional system, without increasing the pro-
pensity of the initial portion of the evaporator 240 to frost.
Thus, the surged system 200 may reduce the need for defrost-
ing, whether provided by longer periods of the compressor
210 not operating or by active methods of introducing heat to
the evaporator 240 in relation to a conventional system, while
also allowing for increased cooling efficiency from a lower
average temperature throughout the evaporator 240.

In addition to the benefit of intermittent temperature
increases at the initial portion of the evaporator 240, the
ability of the phase separator 231 to at least partially separate
the vapor and liquid of the refrigerant before introduction to
the evaporator 240 provides additional advantages. For
example, the surged system 200 may experience higher pres-
sures within the evaporator 240 when the compressor 210 is
operating in relation to conventional vapor compression sys-
tems that do not at least partially separate the vapor and liquid
portions of the refrigerant before introduction to the evapo-
rator 240. These higher pressures within the evaporator 240
may provide enhanced heat transfer efficiency to the surged
system 200, as a larger volume of refrigerant may be in the
evaporator 240 than would be present in a conventional sys-
tem. This increase in evaporator operating pressure also may
allow for lower head pressures at the condenser 220, thus
allowing for less energy consumption and a longer lifespan
for system components.

In addition to higher evaporator pressures, the mass veloc-
ity of the refrigerant through the evaporator 240 may be
increased by at least partially separating the vapor and liquid
portions of the refrigerant before introduction to the evapo-
rator 240 in relation to conventional vapor compression sys-
tems that do not at least partially separate the vapor and liquid
portions of the refrigerant before introduction to the evapo-
rator 240. This higher mass velocity of the refrigerant in the
evaporator 240 may provide enhanced heat transfer efficiency
to the surged system 200, as more refrigerant passes through
the evaporator 240 in a given time than for a conventional
system.

The at least partial separation of the vapor and liquid por-
tions of the refrigerant before introduction to the evaporator
240 also may provide for a temperature decrease in the liquid
portion of the refrigerant. Such a decrease may provide more
cooling capacity to the liquid portion of the refrigerant in
relation to the vapor portion, thus, increasing the total heat
transferred by the refrigerant traveling through the evaporator
240. In this manner the same mass of refrigerant traveling
through the evaporator 240 may absorb more heat than in a
conventional system.
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The ability to at least partially separate the vapor and liquid
portions of the refrigerant before introduction to the evapo-
rator 240 also may provide for partial as opposed to complete
dry-out of the refrigerant at the exit of the evaporator 240.
Thus, by tuning the parameters of the vapor and liquid por-
tions of the refrigerant introduced to the evaporator 240, a
small liquid portion may remain in the refrigerant exiting the
evaporator 240. By maintaining a liquid portion of refrigerant
throughout the evaporator 240, the heat transfer efficiency of
the system may be improved. Thus, in relation to a conven-
tional system, the same sized evaporator may be able to
transfer more heat.

Atleast partially separating the vapor and liquid portions of
the refrigerant before introduction to the evaporator 240 also
may result in a refrigerant mass velocity sufficient to coat with
liquid refrigerant an interior circumference of the tubing
forming the metering device, refrigerant directors, refrigerant
transfer system, and/or initial portion of the evaporator 240
following the expansion device. While occurring, the total
refrigerant mass within the initial portion of the evaporator
240 is from about 30% to about 95% vapor (mass/mass). If the
liquid coating of the circumference is lost, the coating will
return when the about 30% to the about 95% vapor/liquid
ratio returns. In this way, improved heat transfer efficiency
may be provided at the initial portion of the evaporator 240 in
relation to conventional systems lacking the liquid coating
after the expansion device.

FIG. 3A depicts a side view of a phase separator 300. The
separator 300 includes a body portion 301 defining a separa-
tor inlet 310, a separator outlet 330, and a refrigerant storage
chamber 340. The inlet and outlet may be arranged where
angle 320 is from about 40° to about 110°. The longitudinal
dimension of the chamber 340 may be parallel to the separator
outlet 330; however, other configurations may be used. In
FIG. 3B1, a chamber inlet 342 may be substantially parallel to
the separator outlet 330 while a longitudinal dimension 343
of'the chamber 340 is at an angle 350 to the chamber inlet 342.
For the phase separator 300 of FIG. 3B1, the angle 350 may
determine the volume of liquid refrigerant that may be held in
the chamber 340. FIG. 3B2 is a more detailed representation
of'the separator 300 of FIG. 3B1, where the separator 300 has
been cast into metal 390. The phase separator 300 may have
other means for intermittently retaining the liquid refrigerant.
Other means may be used to separate at least a portion of the
vapor from the liquid of the expanded refrigerant to provide
vapor surges to the initial portion of the evaporator.

The chamber 340 has a chamber diameter 345. The sepa-
rator inlet 310 has a separator inlet diameter 336. The sepa-
rator outlet 330 has a separator outlet diameter 335. The
longitudinal dimension 343 may be from about 4 to 5.5 times
the separator outlet diameter 335 and from about 6 to 8.5
times the separator inlet diameter 336. The storage chamber
340 has a volume defined by the longitudinal dimension 343
and the chamber diameter 345. A conventional system
capable of providing up to 14,700 kilojoules (k) per hour of
heat transfer using R-22 refrigerant may provide up to 37,800
kJ per hour of heat transfer when modified with a phase
separator having these dimensions and a storage chamber
volume from about 49 cm? to about 58 cm?. The volume of the
storage chamber 340 may be determined from the chamber
diameter 345 and the longitudinal dimension 343. Other
dimensions and volumes may be used with different refrig-
erants and refrigerant mass flow rates to provide surged sys-
tems.

Vapor phase refrigerant surges may be provided to the
initial portion of'the evaporator by equipping the system with
aphase separator having a ratio of the separator inlet diameter
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to the separator outlet diameter of about 1:1.4 to 4.3 or of
about 1:1.4 t0 2.1; a ratio of the separator inlet diameter to the
separator longitudinal dimension of about 1:7 to 13; and a
ratio of the separator inlet diameter to a refrigerant mass flow
rate of about 1:1 to 12. While these ratios are expressed in
units of centimeters for length and in units of kg/hr for mass
flow rate, other ratios may be used including those with other
units of length and mass flow rate.

The ratio of the separator inlet diameter to the separator
longitudinal dimension may be increased or decreased from
these ratios until the system no longer provides the desired
surge rate. Thus, by altering the ratio of the separator inlet
diameter to the longitudinal dimension, the surge frequency
of the system may be altered until it no longer provides the
desired defrost effect. Depending on the other variables, these
ratios of the separator inlet diameter to the refrigerant mass
flow rate may be increased or reduced until surging stops.
These ratios of the separator inlet diameter to the refrigerant
mass flow rate may be increased or reduced until either surg-
ing stops or the desired cooling is no longer provided. A
person of ordinary skill in the art may determine other ratios
to provide a desired surge or surges, a desired surge fre-
quency, cooling, combinations thereof, and the like.

In relation to the other components of the heat transfer
system, the chamber 340 is sized to separate at least a portion
of the vapor from the expanded refrigerant entering through
the separator inlet 310, intermittently store a portion of the
liquid in the chamber 340 while passing substantially refrig-
erant vapor in the form of at least one vapor surge through the
separator outlet 330, and then passing the fluid from the
chamber 340 through the separator outlet 330. By altering the
construction of the phase separator 300, the number, cycle
time, and duration of the vapor surges passed through the
separator outlet 330 to the evaporator may be selected. As
previously described, the temperature fluctuations in the ini-
tial portion of the evaporator are responsive to these surges
during operation of the compressor.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3B, to implement the surged
system 200 as suitable for air-conditioning, the dimensions of
the phase separator 231, 300 may be paired with a refrigerant
and a refrigerant flow rate to provide a desired cooling capac-
ity at a desired evaporator temperature. For example, the
phase separator 300 having an inlet diameter of about 1.3 cm,
an outlet diameter of about 1.9 cm, a longitudinal dimension
of'about 10.2 cm, and a storage chamber volume of about 29
cm® may be paired with an about 3.1 kg/hr mass flow rate of
R-22 refrigerant to provide about 30,450 kJ per hour of heat
transfer at an evaporator temperature of about 7° C., as suit-
able for air-conditioning. By increasing the refrigerant mass
flow rate to about 3.8 kg/hr using the same phase separator,
the surged system 200 can provide about 37,800 kJ per hour
of'heat transfer while maintaining the evaporator temperature
of about 7° C.

As different refrigerants have different heat transfer
capacities, the same phase separator may be used withR-410a
refrigerant at a mass flow rate of about 3.0 kg/hr to provide
about 30,450 kJ per hour of heat transfer, or at a mass flow rate
of'about 3.7 kg/hr to provide about 37,800 kJ per hour of heat
transfer, while maintaining the evaporator temperature at
about 7° C. Thus, by altering the mass flow rate and the heat
transfer capacity of the refrigerant passed through the phase
separator, 231, 300, the surged system 200 may provide the
desired heat transfer at the desired evaporator temperature.

The same phase separator may be used to provide an evapo-
rator temperature of about -6° C., as suitable for refrigera-
tion. Pairing the phase separator with R-404a refrigerant at
about 3.7 kg/hr, R-507 refrigerant at about 3.7 kg/hr, or R-502
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refrigerant at about 4.0 kg/hr will provide about 25,200 kJ per
hour of heat transfer with an evaporator temperature of about
-6° C. Similarly, pairing the phase separator with R-404a
refrigerant at about 4.6 kg/hr, R-507 refrigerant at about 4.6
kg/hr, or R-502 refrigerant at about 5.0 kg/hr will provide
about 31,500 kJ per hour of heat transfer with an evaporator
temperature of about —-6° C. Thus, after selecting the type of
cooling and the heat transfer desired, a person of ordinary
skill in the art can select the compressor 210, the condenser
220, the evaporator 240, the refrigerant, the operating pres-
sures, and the like to provide a heat transfer system using a
desired phase separator, which inputs surges of refrigerant
vapor to the initial portion of the evaporator 240.

If larger heat transfer rates are desired, the capacity of the
surged system 200 may be increased by increasing the size of
the phase separator 231, 300 and the associated system com-
ponents. For example, to implement the surged system 200 as
suitable to provide between 90,300 and 97,650 kJ of air-
conditioning, the phase separator 300 may be selected to have
an inlet diameter of about 1.6 cm, an outlet diameter of about
3.2 cm, a longitudinal dimension of about 20.3 c¢m, and a
storage chamber volume of about 161 cm®. This larger phase
separator may be paired with an about 9.1 kg/hr mass flow
rate of R-22 refrigerant to provide about 90,300 kJ per hour of
heat transfer at an evaporator temperature of about 7° C., as
suitable for air-conditioning. By increasing the refrigerant
mass flow rate to about 9.8 kg/hr using the same phase sepa-
rator, the surged system 200 may provide about 97,650kJ per
hour of heat transfer while maintaining the evaporator tem-
perature of about 7° C.

As different refrigerants have different heat transfer
capacities, the same phase separator may be used withR-410a
refrigerant at a mass flow rate of about 8.8 kg/hr to provide
about 90,300 kJ per hour of heat transfer, or at a mass flow rate
of'about 9.5 kg/hr to provide about 97,650 kJ per hour of heat
transfer, while maintaining the evaporator temperature at
about 7° C. Thus, by altering the mass flow rate and the heat
transfer capacity of the refrigerant passed through the phase
separator, 231, 300, the surged system 200 may provide the
desired heat transfer at the desired evaporator temperature.

The same larger phase separator may be used to provide an
evaporator temperature of about —-6° C., to provide between
76,650 and 84,000 kJ for refrigeration. Pairing the phase
separator with R-404a refrigerant at about 11.2 kg/hr, R-507
refrigerant at about 11.2 kg/hr, or R-502 refrigerant at about
12.2 kg/hr will provide about 76,650 kJ per hour of heat
transfer with an evaporator temperature of about —6° C. Simi-
larly, pairing the phase separator with R-404a refrigerant at
about 12.3 kg/hr, R-507 refrigerant at about 12.3 kg/hr, or
R-502 refrigerant at about 13.4 kg/hr will provide about
84,000 kJ per hour of heat transfer with an evaporator tem-
perature of about -6° C. Thus, after selecting the type of
cooling and the Joules of heat desired for transfer, one of
ordinary skill in the art can select the phase separator 231, the
compressor 210, the condenser 220, the evaporator 240, the
refrigerant, the operating pressures, and the like to provide a
heat transfer system that inputs surges of refrigerant vapor to
the initial portion of the evaporator.

FIG. 4 is a plot showing the temperature in degrees Centi-
grade verses time for a conventional heat transfer system. The
temperature and dew point of the air surrounding an evapo-
rator was monitored in addition to the temperature of the fin
and tube surfaces of the initial portion of the evaporator. The
compressor was turned on at about 11:06 minutes, the highest
point in the suction pressure line A. When the compressor
started and the evaporator cooled, the temperature dropped
relatively rapidly and began to level off at about 11:10 min-
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utes. Once the compressor started, the slope of the fin and tube
temperature lines, lines C and D, respectively was always
negative. Thus, consecutive temperatures were not larger than
previous temperatures until the compressor shuts off at about
11:17 minutes. Furthermore, from about 11:08 to about 11:09
minutes, the temperature of the initial portion of the evapo-
rator tube dropped below that of the dew point of the ambient
air, thus allowing for condensation. Thus, the temperature of
the initial portion of the evaporator always was significantly
lower than the temperature of the air flowing through the
evaporator. The same behavior of a negative slope for evapo-
rator temperature and a time period of below dew point opera-
tion also may be seen during the prior compressor cycle from
about 10:53 to 10:59 minutes. After about five minutes of
operation, this system lost a portion of its efficiency due to
frost formation and/or lubricating oil puddling at the initial
portion of the evaporator.

FIG. 5 is a plot showing the temperature in degrees Centi-
grade verses time for a surged heat transfer system. The
surged system is like the conventional system of FIG. 4,
except for the insertion of an appropriate phase separator. The
temperature and dew point of the air surrounding an evapo-
rator was monitored in addition to the temperature of the fin
and tube surfaces of the initial portion of the evaporator. The
compressor was turned on at about to, the highest point in the
suction pressure line A. When the compressor started and the
evaporator cooled, the temperature dropped relatively rapidly
during the initial cool down period between t, and t,, and then
began to level off at about t;. Unlike in the conventional
system of FIG. 4, where the slope of the fin and tube tempera-
ture lines, lines C and D, respectively, are always negative, at
t; in FIG. 5 the temperature of the initial portion of the evapo-
rator rapidly increases, by approximately 3° C. for the tube,
forms a plateau, and rapidly falls at t,. While the negative
slope of the line D, representing tube temperature, is about the
same before and after the increase, intermittent temperature
increase 510 is a significant upward departure. Thus, for a
surged heat transfer system the temperature profile for the
initial portion of the evaporator during operation of the com-
pressor includes portions having both positive and negative
slopes. While this system was configured to provide a single
temperature increase per compressor operating cycle (as also
seen in the prior intermittent increase 505), additional inter-
mittent increases with different frequencies and durations
also may be used.

As in the conventional system of FIG. 4, during compres-
sor operation, the surged system of FIG. 5 shows between t,
and t, where the temperature of the initial portion of the
evaporator tube dropped below that of the dew point of the air,
thus allowing for condensation. From the time period and
temperature (graph area) the tube spent below due point, one
skilled in the art may determine the approximate kJ of cooling
energy available for the formation of condensation and frost.
From the area of the intermittent temperature increase 510,
one skilled in the art also may determine that the approximate
kJ of heat energy available to remove frost resulting from
condensation, in relation to the constant negative slope line D
as observed in the conventional system of FIG. 4. In this
manner, the initial portion of the evaporator is intermittently
warmed without turning off the compressor or actively intro-
ducing heat to the evaporator. After about 24 hours of opera-
tion, this surged system had lost substantially none of its
efficiency, as frost had not formed at the initial portion of the
evaporator. While not wishing to be bound by any particular
theory, it is believed that this vapor surge heat energy cancels
out at least a portion of the cooling energy below the dew
point that could produce frost, thus, reducing frost build up.
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FIG. 5 also establishes that the surged heat transfer system
achieved a colder (by approximately 3° C.) air temperature at
the evaporator at the same suction pressure as the conven-
tional system of FIG. 4. Thus, more cooling work was done
with the same refrigerant pressure, which provided a more
efficient system. The intermittent temperature increase 510
also did not result in a corresponding temperature increase of
the supply air flowing across the evaporator (line C). Thus,
while the temperature was increasing at the evaporator inlet,
the temperature of the air flowing through the evaporator
continued to decrease, an unexpected and counterintuitive
result.

FIG. 6 also shows the effect of the surged system on the
temperature of the air flowing through the evaporator in rela-
tion to the coil temperature at the initial portion of the evapo-
rator. As seen in the figure, the temperature of the air flowing
through the evaporator reached about -21° C. and the initial
portion of the evaporator had fallen to about -31° C. At point
610 where the initial portion of the evaporator began to
increase in temperature, the temperature of the air flowing
through the evaporator began to drop at 620. As the tempera-
ture at the initial portion of the evaporator increased and the
temperature of the air flowing through the evaporator
decreased, the initial portion of the evaporator reached a
temperature point 630 that approached or exceeded the tem-
perature of the air flowing through the evaporator.

If frost forms at the initial portion of the evaporator, the
surged heat transfer system is believed to return at least a
portion of the water to the air flowing through the evaporator
by sublimation. While not wishing to be bound by any par-
ticular theory, the relative warming of the initial portion of the
evaporator from the surge of vapor phase refrigerant is
believed to result in sublimation of the frost from the initial
portion of the evaporator, as the temperature of the initial
portion of the evaporator remains below freezing during the
surge. Thus, if the surged system forms frost at the initial
portion of the evaporator at —=31° C., and the surge of vapor
phase refrigerant causes an intermittent temperature increase
to =25° C. at the initial portion of the evaporator, and this
increase occurs as the temperature of the air flowing across
the evaporator approaches or becomes less than the tempera-
ture at the initial portion of the evaporator—frost will subli-
mate into the air flowing across the evaporator.

More energy is required to cool humid than dry air as some
portion of the cooling energy applied to the humid air is
consumed to convert gas phase water to a liquid, not to cool
the air. Thus, any energy consumed dehumidifying the air can
be considered latent work that provides no cooling. However,
if frost is sublimated from the initial portion of the evaporator,
at least a portion of the latent work stored in the frost is used
to cool the initial portion of the evaporator as the frost evapo-
rates. While consuming energy like a conventional closed
loop heat transfer system to convert water vapor into liquid
water that forms frost on the initial portion of the evaporator
during a portion of the cooling cycle when the compressor is
running, during introduction of vapor phase refrigerant
surges to the evaporator, the surged system is believed to
recover at least a portion of this otherwise wasted energy as
cooling. This is believed to be true as any eftect that provides
a colder evaporator with less energy will provide an increase
in cooling efficiency.

By returning water vapor to the air flowing across the
evaporator during each surge, the surged system may main-
tain a higher relative humidity (RH) in a conditioned space
than a conventional system, while providing more cooling
with less energy consumption, as the amount of energy con-
sumed dehumidifying the air during ongoing operation of the
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surged system is reduced in relation to the identical conven-
tional cooling system lacking a phase separator and surged
vapor phase refrigerant introduction to the evaporator. Thus,
in addition to reducing the multiple problems associated with
evaporator frosting, the surged system may provide the ben-
efits of increased RH in the conditioned space and reduced
energy consumption for the same cooling in relation to con-
ventional systems.

FIG. 7 compares the temperature and humidity perfor-
mance of a conventional heat transfer system with a surged
heat transfer system. The conventional system included a
Copeland compressor, model CFO4K6E, a model LET 035
evaporator, and a model BHTO11L6 condenser. The left side
of the graph shows the temperature and RH inside a walk-in
storage cooler as maintained by the conventional system. The
conventional system maintained the average temperature at
about 6° C. and the average RH at about 60% (weight of
water/weight of dry air).

A phase separator was then added to this conventional
system and the mass flow rate of the refrigerant adjusted to
allow surged operation. After 710, the temperature and RH
were then monitored inside the walk-in storage cooler as the
system was operated to provide surges of vapor phase refrig-
erant to the inlet portion of the evaporator. During surged
operation, the system maintained the average temperature at
about 2° C. and the average RH at about 80%. Thus, after
modification with a phase separator and operated to provide
surges of vapor phase refrigerant to the inlet portion of the
evaporator, the other components of the conventional system
maintained the interior of the walk-in storage cooler at a
significantly lower temperature and at an approximately 30%
higher RH. These results were obtained without using active
defrost.

FIG. 8 depicts a flowchart of a method for operating a heat
transfer system as previously discussed. In 802, a refrigerant
is compressed. In 804, the refrigerant is expanded. In 806, the
liquid and vapor phases of the refrigerant are at least partially
separated. In 808, one or more surges ofthe vapor phase of the
refrigerant are introduced into the initial portion of an evapo-
rator. The surges of the vapor phase of the refrigerant may
include at least 75% vapor. The initial portion of the evapo-
rator may be less than about 10% or less than about 30% ofthe
volume of the evaporator. The initial portion may have other
volumes of the evaporator. In 810, the liquid phase of the
refrigerant is introduced into the evaporator.

In 812, the initial portion of the evaporator is heated in
response to the one or more surges of the vapor phase of the
refrigerant. The initial portion of the evaporator may be
heated to less than about 5° C. of a temperature of a first
external medium. The initial portion of the evaporator may be
heated to a temperature greater than a first external medium.
The initial portion of the evaporator may be heated to a
temperature greater than a dew point temperature of a first
external medium. The temperature difference between the
inlet and outlet volumes of the evaporator may be from about
0° C.to about 3° C. The heat transfer system may be operated
where a slope of the temperature of the initial portion of the
evaporator includes negative and positive values. The initial
portion of the evaporator may sublimate or melt frost. The
frost may sublimate when the temperature of the initial por-
tion of the evaporator is equal to or less than about 0° C.

FIG. 9 depicts a flowchart of a method for defrosting an
evaporator in a heat transfer system as previously discussed.
In 902, the liquid and vapor phases of the refrigerant are at
least partially separated. In 904, one or more surges of the
vapor phase of the refrigerant are introduced into the initial
portion of an evaporator. The surges of the vapor phase of the
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refrigerant may include at least 75% vapor. The initial portion
of the evaporator may be less than about 10% or less than
about 30% of the volume of the evaporator. The initial portion
may have other volumes of the evaporator. In 906, the liquid
phase of the refrigerant is introduced into the evaporator.

In 908, the initial portion of the evaporator is heated in
response to the one or more surges of the vapor phase of the
refrigerant. The initial portion of the evaporator may be
heated to less than about 5° C. of a temperature of a first
external medium. The initial portion of the evaporator may be
heated to a temperature greater than a first external medium.
The initial portion of the evaporator may be heated to a
temperature greater than a dew point temperature of a first
external medium. The temperature difference between the
inlet and outlet volumes of the evaporator may be from about
0° C.to about 3° C. The heat transfer system may be operated
where a slope of the temperature of the initial portion of the
evaporator includes negative and positive values.

In 910, frost is removed from the evaporator. Remove
includes substantially preventing the formation of frost.
Remove includes essentially removing the presence of frost
from the evaporator. Remove includes the partial or complete
elimination of frost from the evaporator. The initial portion of
the evaporator may sublimate or melt the frost. The frost may
sublimate when the temperature of the initial portion of the
evaporator is equal to or less than about 0° C.

Example 1
Blast-Freezer Room

A Delta Heat Transfer condensing unit was used with two
thirty horsepower Bitzer semi-hermetic reciprocating com-
pressors (21.-40.2Y) to provide expanded refrigerant to a
standard high-velocity Heathcraft commercial evaporator
(model BHE 2120) to cool a blast-freezer room using R404a
refrigerant. The system was operated by cooling the blast-
freezer room from 0° C. to below —12° C. and maintaining the
room below —12° C. for the time necessary to solidly freeze
hot bakery product. The air supplied by the evaporator to the
blast-freezer room was between -34° C. and -29° C. when
the compressors were operating. Six, active defrost cycles of
the evaporator with electric heating elements were required
daily. After the addition of a phase separator and operating the
system to provide surges of vapor phase refrigerant to the inlet
portion of the evaporator, the need for active defrost cycles
were eliminated. Additionally, a product quality improve-
ment was experienced in the form of a 1% (weight/weight)
retention in product weight in relation to the conventional
system operated with the six active defrost cycles per day.

Example 2
Commercial Food Service Retail

An ICS condensing unit (model PWH007H22DX) was
used with an approximately three-quarter horsepower Cope-
land hermetic compressor to provide expanded refrigerant to
a standard ICS commercial evaporator (model AA18-66BD)
to cool a cold-storage room at a commercial food service
retail facility using R22a refrigerant. The system was oper-
ated where the temperature of the cold-storage room
remained below 2° C. for seven days. The air supplied by the
evaporator to the cold-storage room was between —7° C. and
0° C. when the compressor was operating. Four, active defrost
cycles of the evaporator with electric heating elements were
required daily. After the addition of a phase separator and
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operating the system to provide surges of vapor phase refrig-
erant to the inlet portion of the evaporator, the need for active
defrost cycles were eliminated. Additionally, a product qual-
ity improvement was experienced in the form of an improve-
ment in the color and the texture of the surface of fresh meat.

Example 3
Freezer Room for Meat Storage

A Russell condensing unit (model DC8L.44) was used with
a 2.5 horsepower Bitzer semi-hermetic reciprocating com-
pressor (model 2FC22YIS14P) to provide expanded refrig-
erant to a standard Russell commercial evaporator (model
ULL2-361) to cool a freezer cold-storage room using R404a
refrigerant. The system was operated to maintain the tem-
perature of the freezer cold-storage room below -12° C. for
ten days. The air supplied by the evaporator to the cold-
storage room was between —18° C. and -20° C. when the
compressor was operating. Four, active defrost cycles of the
evaporator with electric heating elements were required daily
at 6 hour intervals. After the addition of a phase separator and
operating the system to provide surges of vapor phase refrig-
erant to the inlet portion of the evaporator, the need for active
defrost cycles were eliminated.

While various embodiments of the invention have been
described, it will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art that other embodiments and implementations are possible
within the scope of the invention. Accordingly, the invention
is not to be restricted except in light of the attached claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of operating a heat transfer system during a
cooling cycle, comprising:

compressing a refrigerant;

expanding the refrigerant;

at least partially separating liquid and vapor phases of the

refrigerant;

introducing at least one surge of the vapor phase of the

refrigerant into an initial portion of an evaporator with
an expanded refrigerant transfer system, where the ini-
tial portion of the evaporator is a volume of the evapo-
rator;

introducing the liquid phase of the refrigerant into the

initial portion of the evaporator with the expanded
refrigerant transfer system; and

heating the initial portion of the evaporator in response to

the at least one surge of the vapor phase of the refriger-
ant.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to within at most about 5° C.
of a temperature of a first external medium.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to a temperature greater than
a first external medium.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to a temperature greater than
a dew point temperature of a first external medium.

5. The method of claim 1, where a temperature difference
between an inlet portion of the evaporator and an outlet por-
tion of the evaporator is from about 0° C. to about 3° C.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising operating the
system where a slope of the temperature of the initial portion
of the evaporator includes negative and positive values.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising removing
frost from the initial portion of the evaporator.
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8. The method of claim 1, further comprising sublimating
frost from the initial portion of the evaporator, where the
temperature of the initial portion of the evaporator is at most
about 0° C.

9. The method of claim 1, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 30% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

10. The method of claim 1, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 10% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

11. The method of claim 1,

where the initial portion of the evaporator has at least one

intermittent temperature maximum, and

where the at least one intermittent temperature maximum

is responsive to the at least one surge of the vapor phase
of'the refrigerant, and

where the intermittent temperature maximum is within at

most about 5° C. of a temperature of a first external
medium.

12. The method of claim 11, where the at least one inter-
mittent temperature maximum is greater than the temperature
of the first external medium.

13. The method of claim 11, where the at least one inter-
mittent temperature maximum is greater than a dew point
temperature of the first external medium.

14. The method of claim 11, where a temperature differ-
ence between the initial 10% of the volume of the evaporator
and the last 10% of'the volume of the evaporator is from about
0° C. to about 3° C.

15. The method of claim 11, where the relative humidity of
the first external medium is greater than the relative humidity
of the first external medium when surges of the vapor phase
refrigerant are not introduced to the initial portion of the
evaporator.

16. The method of claim 11, where the temperature of the
first external medium is lower than the temperature of the first
external medium when surges of the vapor phase refrigerant
are not introduced to the initial portion of the evaporator and
an active defrost cycle is not used.

17. The method of claim 11, further comprising operating
the system where a slope of the temperature of the initial
portion of the evaporator includes negative and positive val-
ues.

18. The method of claim 11, further comprising removing
frost from the initial portion of the evaporator in response to
the intermittent temperature maximum.

19. The method of claim 11, further comprising sublimat-
ing frost from the initial portion of the evaporator in response
to the intermittent temperature maximum, where the tem-
perature of the initial portion of the evaporator is at most
about 0° C.

20. The method of claim 11, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 30% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

21. The method of claim 11, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 10% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

22. The method of claim 1, where the at least one surge of
the vapor phase of the refrigerant includes at least 75% vapor.

23. The method of claim 1, where the average heat transfer
coefficient from the initial portion to an outlet portion of the
evaporator is from about 1.9 Kcal,, h™' m=2° C.7* to about 4.4
Kcal,, h™' m=2° C.~! and where

the initial portion of the evaporator is less than about 10%

of the volume of the evaporator, and where

the outlet portion of the evaporator is less than about 10%

of the volume of the evaporator.
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24. A method of defrosting an evaporator in a heat transfer
system during a cooling cycle, comprising:

at least partially separating liquid and vapor phases of a
refrigerant;

introducing at least one surge of the vapor phase of the
refrigerant into an initial portion of an evaporator with
an expanded refrigerant transfer system, where the ini-
tial portion of the evaporator is a volume of the evapo-
rator;

introducing the liquid phase of the refrigerant into the
initial portion of the evaporator with the expanded
refrigerant transfer system;

heating the initial portion of the evaporator in response to
the at least one surge of the vapor phase of the refriger-
ant; and

removing frost from the evaporator.

25. A heat transfer system, comprising:

a compressor having an inlet and an outlet;

a condenser having an inlet and an outlet;

an evaporator having an inlet, an initial portion having a
first volume, a later portion having a second volume, and
an outlet, the outlet of the compressor in fluid commu-
nication with the inlet of the condenser, the outlet of the
condenser in fluid communication with the inlet of the
evaporator, and the outlet of the evaporator in fluid com-
munication with the inlet of the compressor;

a metering device in fluid communication with the con-
denser and the evaporator, where the metering device
expands a refrigerant, the refrigerant having vapor and
liquid portions; and

aphase separator in fluid communication with the metering
device and the evaporator,

where the phase separator is capable of separating a portion
of the vapor from the expanded refrigerant, and where

the phase separator is capable of introducing during a cool-
ing cycle at least one surge of the vapor to the initial
portion of the evaporator between operating periods of
introducing the expanded refrigerant into the initial por-
tion of the evaporator that include a substantially
increased liquid component in relation to the at least one
surge of the vapor.

26. The method of claim 1, where the at least partial sepa-
ration of the liquid and vapor phases of the refrigerant causes
a net cooling of the liquid phase of the refrigerant and a net
heating of the vapor phase of the refrigerant.

27. The method of claim 24, where the at least partial
separation of the liquid and vapor phases of the refrigerant
causes a net cooling of the liquid phase of the refrigerant and
a net heating of the vapor phase of the refrigerant.

28. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the phase
separator is capable of raising the temperature of the vapor
portion of the refrigerant while lowering the temperature of
the liquid portion of the refrigerant.

29. The method of claim 24, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to within at most about 5° C.
of a temperature of a first external medium.

30. The method of claim 24, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to a temperature greater than
a first external medium.

31. The method of claim 24, further comprising heating the
initial portion of the evaporator to a temperature greater than
a dew point temperature of a first external medium.

32. The method of claim 24, where a temperature differ-
ence between an inlet volume of the evaporator and an outlet
volume of the evaporator is from about 0° C. to about 3° C.
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33. The method of claim 24, where a slope of the tempera-
ture of the initial portion of the evaporator includes negative
and positive values.

34. The method of claim 24, further comprising sublimat-
ing frost from the initial portion of the evaporator.

35. The method of claim 24, further comprising sublimat-
ing frost from the initial portion of the evaporator, where the
temperature of the initial portion of the evaporator is at most
about 0° C.

36. The method of claim 24, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 30% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

37. The method of claim 24, where the initial portion of the
evaporator is less than about 10% of the volume of the evapo-
rator.

38. The method of claim 24, where the at least one surge
includes at least 75% vapor.

39. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the phase
separator has a body portion defining a separator inlet, a
separator outlet, and a separator refrigerant storage chamber;

where the separator refrigerant storage chamber has a lon-

gitudinal dimension;

where a ratio of a diameter of the separator inlet to a

diameter of the separator outlet is about 1:1.4 to 4.3 or
about 1:1.4 to 2.1; and

where a ratio of the diameter of the separator inlet to the

longitudinal dimension is about 1:7 to 13.

40. The heat transfer system of claim 39, where a ratio of
the diameter of the separator inlet to a refrigerant mass flow
rate is about 1:1 to 12.

41. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one surge removes frost from the initial portion of the evapo-
rator.

42. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one surge sublimates frost from the initial portion of the
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evaporator, where the temperature of the initial portion of the
evaporator is at most about 0° C.

43. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the phase
separator is capable of introducing at least two surges of the
vapor to the initial portion of the evaporator during an opera-
tion cycle of the compressor.

44. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the initial
portion of the evaporator is at most 30% of'the total volume of
the evaporator.

45. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the initial
portion of the evaporator is at most 10% of'the total volume of
the evaporator.

46. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one vapor surge introduced to the initial portion of the evapo-
rator raises the initial portion of the evaporator to at least one
intermittent temperature maximum within at most 5° C. of a
temperature of a first external medium.

47. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one vapor surge introduced to the initial portion of the evapo-
rator raises the initial portion of the evaporator to at least one
intermittent temperature maximum greater than the tempera-
ture of a first external medium.

48. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one vapor surge introduced to the initial portion of the evapo-
rator raises the initial portion of the evaporator to at least one
intermittent temperature maximum greater than the dew point
temperature of a first external medium.

49. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the tem-
perature difference between the initial 10% of the total vol-
ume of the evaporator and the last 10% of the total volume of
the evaporator is from 0° C. to 3° C.

50. The heat transfer system of claim 25, where the at least
one surge includes at least 75% vapor.
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